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Abstract

Purpose: The purpose of this study was to conduct a sociological analysis of
the dimensions of economic and social sustainable development within the
country’s oil and gas industry.

Method: This descriptive—review study examined the existing body of
literature related to the sociological analysis of sustainable economic and
social development in the oil and gas sector over the past ten years (2014—
2024). Relevant studies were selected through random sampling. Following
an initial search and subsequent screening of articles and theses, 12 studies
were chosen and analyzed.

Findings: The results indicate that several key indicators—including public
participation, fluctuations in oil revenue and urbanization growth,
governance and transparency, livelihood changes, lifestyle transformations,
shifts in values and norms, environmental challenges, socio-economic
inequalities linked to oil exports, weak job-skill competencies, increased
disparities, and oil-based economic and development planning—are among
the most influential factors shaping sustainable economic and social
development in the national oil and gas industry.

Conclusion: In Iran, oil—serving as the backbone of national economic
income—has significant effects on various social transformations, including
social mobility and sustainable development. In resource-rich countries such
as Iran, revenues from natural resources, due to factors such as ineffective
revenue management, can influence social and economic conditions in ways
that hinder sustainable development. Therefore, oil can function both as a
driver of socio-economic growth and as a potential barrier to it.
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