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Abstract

Purpose: The purpose of this study was to analyze and formulate planning models
for sustainable rural tourism development in Khabar village.

Method: This research is applied-developmental in purpose and
descriptive-analytical in method. The statistical population consisted of all residents
of Khabar tourism village in Baft County (N = 756), of whom 255 were selected
using stratified random sampling and Cochran’s formula. Data were collected using
a Sustainable Rural Tourism Development Planning Questionnaire, whose validity
and reliability were confirmed at 0.93 and 0.90, respectively. To identify strengths,
weaknesses, opportunities, and threats, both the External Factors Evaluation (EFE)
and Internal Factors Evaluation (IFE) matrices were used. The SWOT strategic
planning model was also applied to identify appropriate planning patterns for
sustainable rural tourism development.

Findings: The results indicated that, given the high vulnerability of rural areas due
to tourism development, planning and management in this sector are essential,
particularly in light of limited opportunities and the prevalence of internal
weaknesses.

Conclusion: Tourism is one of the key sources of production, income generation,
employment, and infrastructure development, and plays a vital role in achieving
sustainable development in rural areas.
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