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Receive: Abstract

1Ri\?i§;(_’be" 2025 Purpose: The purpose of this study was to identify and prioritize the factors
17 December 2025 influencing the migration of middle-class rural residents to urban areas in Goleijan
Accept: Village, located in the central district of Tonekabon.

26 December 2025

Method: This research employed a descriptive-survey design with a correlational
approach. The statistical sample consisted of 366 residents aged 20-50 from the
study area, selected through multi-stage sampling. Data were collected using a
researcher-developed questionnaire. The factors influencing migration were
categorized into four main themes: socio-cultural factors, economic factors,
administrative and service-related factors, and natural-environmental factors. To
prioritize these factors, the Fuzzy Analytic Hierarchy Process (FAHP) was applied,
and Expert Choice software was used for data analysis and ranking.

Findings: The results showed significant relationships between migration and
several variables, including aspirations for advancement in the city, interactions
with relatives and acquaintances, influence of social networks, job shortages, low
income, lack of investment and entrepreneurial opportunities, inadequate
educational facilities, insufficient health and medical services, poor recreational and

Keywords: leisure services, unfavorable cold and dry climate, and shortages of agricultural and
Migration, drinking water.

Middle-class groups, Conclusion: Rural-to-urban migration leads to the depopulation of rural areas by
Goleijan Village, removing active labor forces, while simultaneously creating various challenges in
Tonekabon City urban environments due to the increasing number of incoming rural migrants.
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